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Joint research project for FY2017-2018

The Institute of Economic Research, Chiba University of Commerce

The Role of Art in Invigorating Communities

The purpose of this study is to derive a hypothetical model that describes how
art contributes to sustainable community development. Recently, art activities have
invigorated a number of communities in Japan, such as Naoshima, Kagawa, and Yufuin,
Oita. But how exactly does art invigorate community life? To answer this question, we
will organise workshops led by curators and media artists, organise a local art project,
and analyse how local residents respond to the project. In this way, we will determine
how the artistic activities strengthen community engagement, and derive a model to
describe this mechanism. The art project will be held in Ichikawa, Chiba, as part of
Ichikawa s Mama Andon festival, in which Chiba University of Commerce’ s Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences participates as part of the event s executive committee.
The project consists of workshops led by young artists, and its purpose is to provide local
residents and other community stakeholders with regular artistic encounters. During the
project, we will count the number of people attending the festival, develop promotional
materials, video the festivities, and, as a side event, hold a projection mapping show.

The art project in this study is more than an event; it is also a research approach.
Sociologists, including those in Japan (Okahara et al, 2016) , are increasingly interested
in arts-based research. Arts-based research uses artistic media, rather than text, in the
process of research and in research presentations. The media can include photographs,
film, music, and dramatic performance. Our study concerns an art-related question
(how does art invigorate community life?) and we will use the arts to answer it. In
addition to identifying how art invigorates community life, we ultimately aim to identify
the art form that does so most effectively. Rather than discussing this art form in a
research report or other textual media, we will re-enact it. This approach will ensure

the applicability of our findings in other communities.

Project representatives:
Naoki AKAMATSU (leader in FY2017)
Kazuyuki YOSHIHA (leader in FY2018)
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